
���������	
����
���������	
����
���������	
����
���������	
����
���������	
����
���������	
����
���������	
����
���������	
����


Conservation at the Federal Level

Outlook for 2009
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Federal Stimulus

Biggest investment in clean energy in history

� Weatherization   $94,134,276

� State Energy Program    $70,001,000

� Energy Efficiency & Conservation Block Grant Progra m $60,719,900

� Science & Research  $75,000,000
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$299,855,176
Where does the money go?

What does this mean for 
Virginia?

How do we get the most 

out of the money?
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The money could be 
stretched further…

• Training in “pathways out of poverty 
programs” has societal and economic 
impact

• Training and jobs in emerging fields are 
dependent �� those industries surviving

• Why not get twice the “bang for the buck?”
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Anticipated Legislation

1. Comprehensive Energy Legislation

2. Transportation Reauthorization
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3 Major Components 
Comprehensive Energy Legislation

Renewable Energy 
Standards

Efficiency 
Standards

Pollution 
Permitting
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Paths to Passage

• Markey-Waxman Bill is seen as the 
foundation for all upcoming legislation

• Passage of the Obama budget enables 
quicker debate, as it includes revenue 
from pollution permits in its calculations
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Energy Efficiency

What it is: The efficiency standard starts with a 1% 
electricity savings and 0.75% natural gas savings i n 
2012 and gradually increases to a 15% cumulative 
electricity savings and a 10% cumulative natural ga s 
savings by 2020. Also includes fuel, appliance, and  
home efficiency standards and incentives.

Why its needed:
• Ensures we aren’t wasting energy.
• Efficiency is more labor intensive, from 

manufacturing to installation.  At least 50,000 new  
Virginia jobs. 

• Cheaper than creating new energy, with same effects .
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Renewable Energy StandardRenewable Energy Standard
What it does: The renewable electricity require-

ment begins at 6% in 2012 and gradually 
rises to 25% in 2025. Ensures we keep 
growing this segment of our economy.

Why its needed:
• More labor intensive than carbon 

based fuels.
• Ensures energy independence, 

more quickly than drilling and
mining.

• When full costs of carbon 
sources are factored in, renewables are cheaper.  
When they aren’t factored they are near equal.
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Pollution Permits

• All producers of more than 25,000 tons of 
greenhouse gases per year will be 
required to have permits

• Funds from selling permits and any fines 
go to clean energy investments, 
incentives, and (over 80%) tax breaks for 
families.
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“There’s an inevitability to this that everyone has 
to understand.”

-- House Speaker Nancy Pelosi

Out of committee by Memorial day

Full House Vote by end of summer 

Senate reconciliation by early fall

First deadlines to be met in two years.
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Virginia can profit

Acting early will put 
us in the position 
to take advantage 
of the coming 
boom in the 
market. 
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Federal Surface Transportation 
Reauthorization Bill

• Sets the standards and
funding rules for federal
aid to highways.

• Reauthorized every five
years.

• House Transportation
& Infrastructure Committee
will likely begin work in May.

• Congressman Perriello is on the Committee.
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An Opportunity for a Fiscally and 
Environmentally Sustainable Program
• Policy has barely changed since the 1950s
• Now: Gas prices have increased dramatically
• Interstate system is 
• locked in
• Costly commutes and 

congestion
• Infrastructure (bridges)

are crumbling
• Climate is threatened

(Over a 1/3 of energy 
usage and 1/3 of GHG)
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What should priorities be?
1. Fund Maintenance

and Operating Costs
2. Freight and intercity 

passenger rail
3. New rail and bus transit systems
4. Local, interconnected street networks

5.  VDOT Studies should 
analyze alternatives 
and land use

6.  Revitalize our rural 
towns
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Another Aspect of Transportation Bill

Federal Highway Pollution

• 97,044 miles of federal-aid highways in the 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed. 985,139 
nationwide.

• EPA’s Dirty Waters List includes over 
28,000 water impairments due to highway 
runoff.
– Mercury, heavy metals
– Sediment
– Nutrient pollution
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CBF asks Congress to:

Reduce highway runoff pollution by

1) Maintaining natural buffers when building new 
roads.

2) Treating runoff pollution onsite with retention 
basins, infiltration trenches, etc.

3) Treating runoff pollution offsite.
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Thoughts?


